
Elementary Instructional
Resources for Learners and Families 



Elementary Instructional Content Overview 

Mathematics:  PK-5

High quality mathematics curriculum and instruction engages hands, minds and 
intellect through authentic, active learning that supports each learner to achieve 
personal success. These learning experiences, assessed through a variety of methods, 
bridge the concrete and abstract by applying critical thinking skills and problem 
solving strategies in meaningful and relevant situations. Through the understanding of 
mathematical concepts and reasoning, every student will be prepared to 
communicate effectively using the language of mathematics as a tool to meet future 
challenges.

Classroom structures/routines:
❏ Numeracy Routine (Educators guide a daily focus on computation and fluency 

in the elementary grades in order to provide regular practice and reflection 
about numerical thinking. The structure for the numeracy routine may be in the 
form of a Number Talk.)

❏ Inquiry-Based Learning Experiences (Designed to promote student inquiry, 
learners are given the opportunity to question, estimate, consider, solve, and 
reflect on mathematical tasks in pursuit of understanding the concept within the 
learning goal.)

❏ Mini-Lessons (Educator-designed opportunities are provided for learners to 
gain new knowledge, connect to prior understanding, and make sense of the 
mathematics.)

❏ Collaboration and Practice (Learners navigate mathematical tasks and solve 
problems alone and through the contributions of a team.)

❏ Assessment (Throughout learning experiences, educators assess the 
understanding of the learners and learners assess their own understanding in a 
variety of ways. As part of a system of anticipating, monitoring, selecting, 
sequencing, and connection, educators guide learners to move forward along 
the developmental progression of learning mathematics.)

❏ Reflection (In response to intentionally-designed thinking prompts/questions, 
learners use metacognition to consider what they know, understand, and are 
able to do and how these compare to the learning outcomes of the lesson or 
unit of study.)

❏ Ongoing Learning (In the elementary grades, computer-adaptive programs 
such as Reflex Math and DreamBox are used to support learners to continue 
learning mathematics and provide educators with data to inform classroom 
instruction, intervention, and enrichment.)

❏ Intervention and Enrichment (In response to ongoing quantitative and 
qualitative data, educators design learning opportunities for learners to 
progress through learning mathematics based on specific, measurable goals.)



Elementary Instructional Content Overview 

Social Studies:  PK-5th
The Elementary Social Studies program empowers learners to understand, participate in, 
and make informed decisions about their world. The content allows young learners to 
explain relationships with other people, to institutions, and to the environment, and equips 
them with knowledge and understanding of the past. It provides them with skills for 
productive problem solving and decision making as well as for assessing issues and 
making thoughtful value judgments. It integrates these skills and understandings into a 
framework for responsible citizen participation locally, nationally, and globally.

Classroom structures/routines:
❏ Mini-Lessons (Educator-designed opportunities are provided for learners to gain new 

knowledge, connect to prior understanding, and make sense of the content.)
❏ Problem Based Learning Experiences (Designed to promote learner inquiry, learners tackle 

a real-world Social Studies challenge and evaluate the effectiveness and creativity of their 
solutions.) 

❏ Hands On Experiences (Learners are engaged with the content through the use of primary 
sources, manipulatives, simulations, and research.)

❏ Collaboration and Practice (Learners are provided opportunities for civic dialogue: the 
ability to discuss topics, listen to different opinions, and engage in constructive and 
collaborative conversations. In addition, learners read with a purpose and write frequently 
to both process and present learning.)

❏ Assessment (Throughout the learning experiences, educators assess the understanding of 
the learners and learners assess their own understanding in a variety of ways.)

Science:  PK-5
The Elementary science curriculum and instructional strategies are anchored in high 
levels of inquiry, experimental design, the scientific investigation process, and hands-on 
learning experiences. Learners will be exposed to natural phenomena in all the major 
strands of science including Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth/Space Science. 
Learners will then engage in scientific questioning about these phenomena, conducting  
focused explorations in an attempt to solve problems or construct explanations. 
Investigations will give learners practice using fundamental scientific tools and 
technology.  Learning will take place collaboratively and individually using feedback and 
evidence as a basis for conclusions.

Classroom structures/routines:
❏ Inquiry (Educators inspire curiosity in learners, coaching them to be curious, ask questions, 

and find solutions - can be guided by educators or and open-ended exploration)
❏ Hands-On Investigations (Learners work to solve a problem or derive an explanation using 

science tools and materials in a laboratory)
❏ Technology (Learners and educators use devices, apps, and digital tools to assist during 

investigations or lessons)
❏ Collaboration (Learners work together during laboratory investigations, projects, or practice 

using feedback from each other to improve results)
❏ Assessment (Educators regularly monitor learner progress informally and formally while 

learners also assess each other)
❏ Mini-Lessons (Educators provide rich discussion opportunities, ask and answer learners’ 

questions, provide live demonstrations, and use multimedia to engage students in content)



Elementary Instructional Content Overview 

Literacy (Language Arts and Reading):  PK-5th

The Elementary Literacy  program is designed to ensure that all learners develop and 
desire a literate life through the purposeful and intentional instruction and practice of 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking.  Instruction is designed and delivered 
with a workshop approach, aiming to foster a love for literacy that reaches across 
content areas and becomes deeply ingrained in the student’s life.  

Our commitments in a literacy workshop model include opportunities for learners to 
have explicit instruction in the process and skills of proficient reading and writing, to 
have long stretches of time to independently read and write, to read high-interest 
books on their levels, to have authentic writing opportunities, to talk and write about the 
texts they are reading and to share their writing with a community of writers, and to 
receive clear goals and frequent feedback so that they continue to grow as readers and 
writers.

Classroom structures/routines:

❏ Mini-Lessons (Educator-designed opportunities are provided for  learners to gain new 
knowledge, connect to prior understanding, and launch them into independence)

❏ Independent Reading/Writing (Authentic reading and writing with purpose (learner 
choice, educator guidance)

❏ Guided Reading (Educator-provided small group, differentiated and individualized 
instruction with learners who are able to read the same instructional levels of text with 
support)

❏ Strategy Groups (Small group instruction intended to focus on a specific strategy and 
goal-directed instruction in reading and writing)

❏ Assessment (Throughout the learning experiences, educators assess the understanding 
of the learners and learners assess their own learning in a variety of ways)

❏ Conferring (Educator meets briefly with individual learners to discuss strengths, areas of 
growth, and goals)

❏ Share  (Learners share their thinking about their reading and writing)
❏ Word Study (Educator engages learners in quick, hands-on work with letters or words to 

develop word analysis skills that will help them become better readers and writers)
❏ Grammar Talks (Using a mentor sentence from a familiar text, learners are invited to 

notice and learn grammar rules and conventions and later apply them in writing)

Elementary Specials:  Physical Education, Music and Art:  K-5
Learners will be expected to participate in remote learning for Physical Education, Music 
and Art lessons as well.  They will access the learning through Schoology and classroom 
educators will let them know which days they will be participating during the week.  



Instructional Example of Remote Instruction
3rd Grade Example

Your child can still complete learning outside of the designated times set for the school day.  
However, they will still have to complete the learning during the same day to be counted 

present for their engagement.  Example:  Your child could complete some of the learning from 
5-7pm if you need to support them with learning and you aren’t able to help them during the 

school day time period. 
***It will be important to have your child working during the set school hours if possible, as 

these are the times that will be set for live Zoom sessions and opportunities for them to touch 
base with the educator and other learners. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

7:40 Login to Schoology

7:50 Educator Daily Message or Video

8:00 LIVE - Campus Morning Announcements 

8:10
Math

- ACCESS: Math Content Course
- ENGAGE: Number Talk
- CONNECT: Pre-Assessment Task
- LEARN: Small Group Lesson in Zoom
- PRACTICE: Content Activity
- REFLECT: Respond to prompt in Bulb Template
- CONTINUE: DreamBox App, Reflex, etc.

9:40 Brain Break

9:50
Literacy: 
Reading

- ACCESS: Reading Content Course
- ENGAGE:  Read Aloud in Zoom
- LEARN: Whole Group Mini-Lesson in Zoom
- PRACTICE: Independent Reading
- SHARE: Respond to Prompt in Bulb Template
- CONTINUE: iStation App

10:50
Literacy: 
Writing

- ACCESS: Writing Content Course
- ENGAGE: Read Aloud in Zoom
- LEARN: Pre-recorded Mini-Lesson
- PRACTICE: Independent Writing
- ASSESS: Small group conferring in Zoom
- SHARE:  Upload writing in Schoology Assignment

11:45 Lunch Break

12:45
Specials

PE

- ACCESS: PE Content Course
- LEARN: Video pre-recorded by PE educators
- PRACTICE: Practice skill that is being taught
- SUBMIT: Schoology Assignment

1:15
Science

- ACCESS: Science Content Course
- CONNECT: Brainstorm on Discussion Board
- ENGAGE: Pre-recorded Video from Brain Pop
- PRACTICE: Use Numbers workflow doc 
- DESIGN: Create using simple materials around the house
- REFLECT: Document design in Keynote Learning Journal

2:00 Brain Break

2:15
Social 

Studies

- ACCESS: Social Studies Content Course
- LEARN: Whole Group Lesson in Zoom (15min)
- PRACTICE: Small group activity in Zoom w/Breakout Rooms
- CREATE: Reflection Video  in Flipgrid for feedback
- SHARE: Submit video to Assignment for educator feedback

3:00 Exit Ticket



CISD Schoology Elementary  Example



CISD Scope and Sequence Elementary School Example:  2nd 
Grade - Math

In order to help support appropriate pacing and overall lesson design within the district, face 
to face and remote learning will follow the same scope and sequence.  However, lessons and 

assessments will vary based on educator design and learner needs. 



Elementary CISD District Purchased 
Online Resources for Learning

To ensure alignment and equity within instruction, all elementary learners have access to specific 
district provided resources.  This helps to ensure fidelity with delivery of instruction and helps to 

support progress monitoring of learner growth in various ways.    

** Apps are notated with two stars if it is available in both English and Spanish



Elementary District Purchased Library Resources
To ensure alignment and equity within instruction, all elementary learners have access to specific 

database resources.  This also helps to ensure fidelity with delivery of instruction and specific 
access to information for all learners.  

Elementary Library Resources

Britannica Image Quest Britannica School

CultureGrams FactCite

Gale Cengage Learn360

PebbleGo PebbleGo Next ProQuest SIRS Discoverer

TeachingBooks.net TumbleMath World Book Online

National Geographic Kids

Discovery Education

Capstone Interactive


